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What is claimed is: 

1 . (Cunemly Amended) A method for monitoring enviromnental performance information 
and providing notification when the saj^ performance information indicates performance 
reaching a pi«detexmined level, the method comprising the steps of: 

gpro^mmirlmini-tr'TT-r setting perfoimance criteria to capture performance informadon 
at specific times by a predetermined schedule in a system; 

tbe-syst^ accepting a plurality of forms from a plurality of sites at specific times by 
said predetermined schedule, each of Ae- said foims including instructions, definitions and 
performance information qg a function -ef ^ according to _ u niform data definitions; 

the system storing *e perfomaance information in a database ao a functiot> ^ 
according to a n area of interest of tfee said performance information; 

the oygtem monitoring the said performance information for conformance with the said 
perfonnance criteria as it is currently stored; 

afid-flagging said performance information that does not conform with *e ^ 
performance criteria so that a report can be generated, either automaticaUy or manually, 
fa«6tHw-6fax? 9ordineto at least a portion of the ounontly stored sdd perforaiance information 
currently stored; 

the gyotcm providing notification when *e sdd perforaiance information deviates firam 
^ said performance criteriaLand 

mndifving said performance so that said performance c onforms with said performance. 

09/918,107 2 



PAGE 2/20'RCVDAT«06 10:07:11AM [Eastern Daylight Tiine]'SVR:USPTO{FXRF^^^ 



86/06/ 2'0a6 01:16 3012618825 GIBB IP LAW PAGE 03 



criteria. 

wherein said modifying said nerforman c e is conducted immediat^h ^sequent to said 
providing notification when said nerformanc e information dfiviates ftom said perfonnance 
criteria so that said modifying of said perfotmancft occurs in real time. 

2. (Cuncntiy Amended) The method of claim 1 . wherein sa id monitoring further 
eemprising comprises m onitoring the currcntl)' stored §aiiperformance infoimation currently 
stored of a specific set of said plurality of s ites for conformance with site-specific performance 
criteria. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2, wherein ^ said specific set of sites is a 
single site and tifeie said site-specific performance criteria comprises sai^ performance criteria 
for ^ said single site. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2, wherein Sie said specific set of sites 
comprises multiple sites and fte said site-specific performance criteria comprises *e said 
performance criteria for the multiple sites. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method ofclaim 2^ wherein said ^ set of SEecific sites 
comprises all said plurality of sites and the site-specific performance criteria comprises said *e 
perfonnance criteria for ^ all .said plurality of sites. 
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6. (Currently Amended) The metliod of claim U wherein said tiae-ste^ providing 
notification fiirther comprises sending notification via one or more of: e-mail; telephone; 
facsimile; pager; and, postal mail, 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of cldm l^, wherein saj^ tho ctcp of providing 
notification fiuther comprises notifying yiu viding notification to an environmental professional. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim U further comprising *e steps of: 
modifying performance criteria; 

reviewing data in the database for nonconformance with the sd^ modified perfonnance 
criteria; and 

providing notification of nonconformance with ^ said modified performance criteria. 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein said ^ areas of interest include 
one or more of: air; water; waste; energy; toxic chemical release inventory; containment; 
regulatory activity; cost and savings; facility general information; database meta information; 
health and safety infonnation; and, materials use and conservation information. 

10. (Cunently Amended) The method of claim U wherein said tho porticulaT database is an 
Air Programs Database and said the performance criteria is a high limit on emissions level. 

09/918,107 4 
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1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein said the partioular database is a 
Waste Management Database and said the performance criteria is a low limit on recycling 
quantities and low percentage rate? of nonhazardous and hazardous waste. 

1 2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim l^, wherein s^d tliQ partioular database is an 
Energy Database and said the performance criteria is a high limit on energy consumption. 

13. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1^ wherein said t he particulaF database is a 
Cost and Savings Database and said the performance criteria is a low limit on cost to savings 
ratio to ensure that economic efficiency does not fall below a predetermined level. 

1 4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of generating a 
summary report at a pre-established review period, ^ wherein said report comprising comprises 
a comparison of said the performance infonnation to said the pro ootablished performance 
criteria in the system. 

15. (Currently Amended) The method of claim U further comprising Ifac step of assigning a 
specific access level to a user, wherein the access level further comprioing gpmprises: reader; 
author; and, editor; wherein said ^ reader is limited to viewing documents, =fee author can view 
said documents, create said documents, and modify smd documents created by said the author, 
and the editor can read, create and modify all said documents. 
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16. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1^ further comprising th o Gt op-& f automatically 
creating ajo audit trail to the forms, ^ wherein said audit trail comprisiiig comprises: a name of 
an author; a creation date; a name of a modifying user; and, a date of modification. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim I;, further comprising tho otop of creating 
queries to summarize data and produce useful management information. 

1 8 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 7:, wherein said creating step further 
comprises sorting by a specific chemical compound or compos ition to analyze activity, 
distribution- disposition, and decomposition to ctudy a chemical's - H S C H rato and diopoaition across 
an operation. 

19. (Currently Amended) A system for monitoring environmental performance information 
comprising: 

a processor; 

a data storage device opembly connected to the processor, fee data storage device 
further comprising a number of individual storage units for storing a predetermined type of data; 
a program executable by the processor to : 

accept a plurality of forms from a plurality of sites at specific times by said =fee 
predetermined schedule, each of said the forms including instructions, definitions and 
performance information as a function of according to imiform data definitions; 

09/918,107 6 
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Store said ^ performance information in a database ag - a ftmction of according to an area 
of interest of said *e performance information; 

monitor said the performance infoimation at sdd Ae specific times by said tfee 
predeterniined schedule currently as it is stored for cotiformance against pre-established 
perfonnance criteria set by a program administrator ; aad 

flag said performance information that does not conform with said tfee performance 
criteria so that a report can be generated, either automatically or manually, as a function of at 
least a portion of th e currently otorod said performance information in the pluralit y ^ of databases 
currently stored databases : 

provide notification when said the performance infoimation deviates from said the 
perfonnance criteria. 

20. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 9^ wherein said *e program is further 
executable to monitor the curr e ntly stor e d said performance information cuirentlv stored of a 
specific set of sites for conformance with site-specific performance criteria. 

2 1 . (Currently Amended) The system of claim 20^, wherein ^ said specific set of sites 
comprises a single site and said the site-specific performance criteria comprises said ^ 
performance criteria for said tfee single site, 

22. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 20^ wherein said specific the set of sites 
09/918,107 ' 7 
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comprises multiple sites and said ^ site-specific criteria comprises the performance criteria for 
dt Q - ffiiultiple said plurality of sites, 

23 . (Currently Amendsd) The system of claim 20^ wherein said the set of said plurality of 
sites comprises all sites and said site-specific criteria comprises said tifee performance criteria 
for the all said t>luralitv of sites. 

24. (Original) The system of claim 1 % wherein said #3fce program is fiirther executable to send 
notification via one or more of: e-mail; telephone; facsimile; pager; and, postal mail, 

25. (Original) The system of claim 1 9^ wherein said tlie program is fiuther executable to 
provide notification to an environmental professional. 

26. (Original) The system of claim 1 9^ wherein said program is further executable to: 
modify performance criteria; 

review data in said ^ database for nonconformance with said tke modified performance 
criteria; and 

provide notification of nonconformance with the modified performance criteria. 

27. (Cancelled). 

09/918,107 8 
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28 . (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 9^, wherein said ^ areas of interest include 
one or more of: air; water; waste; energy; toxic chemical release inventory; containment; 
regulatory activity; cost and savings; facility general information; database meta infomiation; 
health and safety information; and, materials use and conservation information. 

29- (Cuixently Amended) The system of claim 1 9:, wherein said I ho - particular database is an 
Air Programs Database and said fee performance criteria is a high limit on emissions level. 

30. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 9:, wherein the particular database is a 
Waste Management Database and said fee performance criteria is a low limit on recycling 
quantities and low percentage rates of nonhazardous and hazardous waste. 

3 1 . (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 9^ wherein said th e particular database is an 
Energy Database and fee perfoimance criteria is a high limit on energy consumption. 

32. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 9^ wherein said tli e particular database is a 
Cost and Savings Database and the performance criteria is a low limit on cost to savings ratio to 
ensure that economic efficiency does not fall below a predetermined level, 

33. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 19^ further comprising the step of generating a 
sununary report at a pre-established review period, fee wherein said, report comprising comprises 

09/918,107 9 



PAGE 9/20*RCVDAT6/6/2fl06 10:07:11AM [EasternDaylightTime]^SVR:U 



66/06/2086 01:16 3012618825 



GIBB IP LAW 



PAGE 10 



a comparison of *e said performance information to said =fee pre-established performance 
criteria sot - by th e program adflK fits trator in tho Gystom , 

34. (Cuirently Amended) The system of claim 19^ further comprising a laumber of specific 
access levels for a u$er, said the access levels further comprising: reader; author; and, editor; 
wherein said ^ reader is limited to viewing documents, the said author can view said 
documents, create said documents, and modify said documents created by &e ggid author, and 
^ said editor can read, create and modify all said documents. 

35. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 9^ further comprising an automatically 
created audit trail for Ae said forms, tifete said audit trail comprising: a name of an author, a 
creation date; a name of a modifying user; and, a date of modification, 

36- (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 9^ further comprising queries to summarize 
data and produce useful management information. 

37. (Currently Ajnended) The system of claim +^ 36^ wherein said ^ queries further 
comprise sorting by a specific chemical compound or composition to analyze activity, 
distribution, disposition, and decomposition to study a chomioaro uoo rato and disposition across 
an operation. 
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PAGE 10/20 * RCVD AT 6/612006 10:07:11 AM [Eastern DayligW 



66/06/21986 01:16 3012618825 



GIBB IP LAW 



PAGE 11 



38. (Currently Amended) Coniputer executable process steps operative to control a computer, 
stored on a computer readable medium, for monitoring environmental performance information 
comprising the steps of: 

accepting a plurality of forms from a plurality of sites at specific times by a 
predetermined schedxile, each of the said forms including instructions, definitions and 
performance information according to qs - Q t function of uniform data defmitions; 

storing ^ said performance information in a database ao a function - of according t o an 
area of interest of fte said performance information; 

monitoring the said performance information at ^ said specific times by the said 
predetemiined schedule as it is currently stored for conformance against pre-established 
performance criteria set by a program administrat - of - aiit d; 

flagging the said performance information that does not conform with ^ said 
performance criteria so that a report can be generated, either automatically or manually, as-a 
fimotion of according to at least a portion of th e curr e ntly stor e d said performance information in 
§aid plurality of databases; 

providing notification when the perfoixnance infonnation deviates from the performance 

criteria, 

39. (Currently Amended) The computer executable process steps of claim 38 further 
comprising monitoring tibe said currently stored performance information of a specific set of sites 
for confoniiance with site-specific performance criteria. 

09/918,107 11 
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40. (Currently Amended) The computer executable process steps of claim 39^ wherein tiae 
said specific set of sites is a single site and #ie said site-specific performance criteria comprises 
the performance criteria for tifete said single site. 

41. (Currently Amended) The computer executable process steps of claim 39 wherein the set 
of sites comprises multiple sites and the sgid site-specific perfomxatxce criteria comprises 4he said 
perfonnance criteria for tbe- said multiple sites. 

42. (Cuirently Amended) The computer executable process steps of claim 39^ wherein ^ 
said specific set of sites comprises all of said plurality of sites and fee sdd site-specific criteria 
comprises the said performance criteria for the all of said plurality of sites. 

43. (Currently Amended) The computer executable process steps of claim wherein ^ 
st^-ef said providing notification further comprises sending notification via one or more of: e- 
mail; telephone; facsimile; pager, and, postal mail. 

44. (Currently Amended) The computer executable process steps of claim 3 8^ wherein tfee 
step^ said providing notification further comprises providing notification to an environmental 
professional. 

45. (Currently Amended) The computer executable process steps of claim 38, further 
09/918,107 12 
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comprising the steps of: 

modifying performaace criteria; 

reviewing data in A© said one or more database? for nonconformance with ^ said 
modified perfbimance criteria; 

providing notification of nonconformance with ^ said modified performance criteria- 

46. (Currently Amended) The computer executable process steps of claim 38^ wherein fee 
said areas of interest include one or more of: air, water; waste; energy; toxic chemical release 
inventory; containment; regulatory activity; cost and savings; facility general information; 
database meta information; health and safety information; and, materials use and conservation 
information, 

47. (Currently Amended) The computer executable process steps of claim 3 8^ wherein fee 
partioiJar said database is an Air Programs Database and fee said performance criteria is a high 
limit on emissions level. 

48. (Currently Amended)The computer executable process steps of claim 38, wherein fee 
particulffl ? said database is a Waste Management Database and fee said performance criteria is a 
low limit on recycling quantities and low percentage rates of nonhazardous and hazardous waste. 

49. (Currently Amended) The computer executable process steps of claim 3 8^ wherein fee 
09/918,107 13 
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pEfftieHlor said database is an Energy Database and fee said perfonnance criteria is a high limit on 
energy consumption. 

50. (Currently Amended) The computer executable process steps of claim 38^ wherein ^ 
particular said database is a Cost and Savings Database and ^ said performance criteria is a low 
limit on cost to savings ratio to ensure that economic efficiency does not fall below a 
predetermined leveU 

5 1 . (Currently Amended) The computer executable process steps of claim 38^ further 
comprising the step of generating a summary report at a pre-established review period, the 
wherein said report comprising comprises a comparison of <he said performance information to 
4he said pre-established performance, criteria s e t by th e program adminigtrator . 

52. (Currently Amended) The computer executable process steps of claim 38:, further 
comprising tho atcp of assigning a specific access level to a user, fee said access level further 
comprising: reader; author; and, editor; wherein the said reader is limited to viewing documents, 

said author can view said documents, create said documents, and modify said documents 
created by the said author, and *e said editor can read, create and modify all said documents. 

53. (Currently Amended) The computer executable process steps of claim 38^ further 
comprising th e st e p of automatically creating an audit trail to Sie said forms* fee wherein said 
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audit trail comprising comprises : a name of an author; a creation date; a name of a modifying 
user; and, a date of modification. 

54. (Currently Amended) The computer executable process steps of claim 38^ further 
comprising th e st e p - o - f creating queries to summarize data and produce useful management 
inforroalion. 

55. (Currently Amended) The computer executable process steps of claim 38^, wherein ^ 
said creating $tep further comprises sorting by a specific chemical to study a ohomica l' g use rate 
ond ^ dfapesMon compound or composition to analyze activity, distribution, disp o sition, and 
decomposition across an operation. 
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